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Lesson 10 – Responding to a Culture of Lust
“All the intellectual and cultural breakthroughs of modernity were in some way or other linked to the sexual desires their progenitors know to be illicit but which they chose nonetheless.  Their theories were ultimately rationalizations of the choices they knew to be wrong.”

Chapter 24 – Does It Liberate? – When Diane went off to college in 1967, she also went off the deep end – smoking pot, flouting her childhood faith, becoming a women’s libber.  Today, Diane has returned to her Christian faith and no longer calls herself a feminist.  “I got tired of being a victim,” she explains.  “One day it hit me – all those feminist books were saying the same thing – someone, somewhere had done me wrong.  It was pathetic -- women portrayed as weak, passive creatures.”  Diane changed her mind, but millions still march behind the banner of women’s liberation – along with a host of other liberation ideologies – based on gender, race, sexual orientation, whatever, seething with rage over alleged oppressions of one kind or another.  What is the appeal?  What is the solution?  What is our Christian response?
All the liberation ideologies are variations on a single theme – the “Myth of Progress” or “Escalator Myth” – that history is moving upward and onward by man’s efforts alone to a glorious consummation.  It is nothing less than the secularization of the Christian worldview of redemption where history moves toward the ultimate New Earth.  But here, history is evolving toward an earthly utopia that is the product of human effort and ingenuity.  This idea, coupled with the denial of sin and the theory of evolution, first took hold in the 19th century through the work of Georg Friedrich Hegel, and was then perfected by his best-known disciple, Karl Marx.  

Up until Hegel, the world and its relation to God had been understood in a hierarchical fashion – God at the top, then angels, humans, animals, plants, and rocks (a “ladder of life,” if you will).  But Hegel tilted the ladder on its side; into a series of “stages” through which world history passes.  Everything moves from one stage (rung) to the next in an endless progress toward perfection.  Coupled with evolution, the entire universe is being transformed naturalistically from its primitive beginnings to some exalted future.  There became great optimism that the best human minds would discover the laws of progress, a substitute vision for redemption, and lead us forward into utopia, a substitute vision of heaven.
Marxism may be discredited as a political theory, but it remains the primary philosophical basis by which the modern mind secularizes the Kingdom of God, attempting to create the human heaven here on earth.  It is the foundation of the various liberation movements thriving and being promulgated on the university campuses today, manifesting themselves as multiculturalism, political correctness feminism, racism, sexual orientationism (as well as in its original political theory form, vehemently opposing capitalism).  A sampling of university courses reveals much – Black Marxism at UC Santa Barbara; Black Lavender (the study of black gay/lesbian plays) at Brown University; Chicana Lesbian Literature at UCLA; Eco-feminism (Villanova); Women of Color: The Intersection of Race, Ethnicity, Class, and Gender (Stanford).  Even government mandated groups rights are being read into the U.S. Constitution, so although the original (political) Marxism never took over our nation, this re-born variety may yet.
As a young man, Marx wrote poetry, much of it dwelling on themes of rage, destruction, and savagery – such as: “Then I will wander godlike and victorious; through the ruins of the world; and giving my words an active force, I will feel equal to the creator.”  Marx came up with a full-blown alternative secular counterfeit Christianity.  In the beginning was a Creator: Matter – self-originating, self-operating, and running on its own energy toward the ultimate goal -- a classless, communistic society.  Marx’s Garden of Eden was “the original primitive state of communism” where private ownership of the means of production caused innocent people to fall into slavery and oppression.  The Evil that resulted from the Fall was the exploitation of the worker by the capitalist and the ensuing class struggle.  Redemption is seen as the reversing of the original sin: destroying private ownership of the means of production.  The Redeemer, the “Proletariat,” redeems mankind by suffering and bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to earth.  The Day of Judgment is the Day of Revolution when the evil “bourgeoisie” will be dammed.  Marx called for revolution not repentance, regarding humanity as inherently good and without sin.  Marxism’s eschatology (the doctrine of final events) occurs when original communism will be restored and class conflict will be no more -- a Second Coming and a New Earth on which righteousness dwells forever.  Marxism is a secularized version of the Kingdom of God -- it is the Kingdom of Man.  These religious elements explain Marxism’s puzzling powers of endurance.  He well knew he was offering a militantly atheistic counter to Christianity as he once was a passionate Christian, even confirmed as a youth.  Ultimately, however, he rejected the Biblical God and became determined to be a god himself.
Most of Marx’s theories have failed spectacularly, despite countless revolutions across the globe.  Why, then, is Marxism still so popular?  Why have all the liberation ideologies adopted Marxist categories?  Why have multiculturalism and political correctness penetrated our universities so effectively and swept up students like Diane?  Precisely because Marxism aims to fill an essentially religious need – humanity’s hunger for redemption (adding to it the lure of self-autonomy).  Even though we instinctively know we did not create ourselves and we cannot exist completely on our own – we are contingent, dependent beings, tiny specks within a vast and hostile universe, a brief vapor within time and history – we seem to have an infinite capacity for self-deception that we’re autonomous.  As the apostle Paul wrote of unbelievers, “They know the truth but choose to suppress it” (Rms 1:18-32).  Marx’s worldview is fatally flawed; it does not match up with reality.  Even Marx himself admitted that his philosophy “contradicts everything in practical life.”  But the lure of his self-deification has led to disastrous effects for hundreds of millions of people -- war, massacre and the Gulag.  Marxists have great faith that the next stage of evolutionary history will somehow result in the revolutionary change they desperately desire.  So they readily tear down and destroy the existing order.  Historically this ends-up imprisoning or killing off anyone who resists.  Marxism is a substitute religion that wreaks devastation and death.  Moreover, since it denies the evil in human nature, it puts no moral constraints on the leaders of the new order; places no checks and balances on those leaders, allowing them to accrue absolute power – and we all know where that leads.
The liberation ideologies of today have adopted the Marxist worldview, a naturalistic counterfeit of the Christian worldview.  They have dropped Marx’s focus on economics in favor of race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, but the basic thought forms remain the same and are equally flawed and dangerous.  The first liberation ideology we will examine is human sexuality.
Chapter 25 – Salvation Through Sex?  Medieval mystics used meditation and self-denial to achieve transcendence and to commune with the sacred; modernists use sex.  Sex is a vital part of God’s created order, a sacred part of the marriage covenant – our sexual nature is a good gift from God.  But for many modern thinkers, sexuality (seen in Marxist categories) has become an entire worldview.  Sexuality has been transformed into another version of the “Escalator Myth.”
It started with Jean-Jacques Rousseau in the 18th century (see Chapter 17) who taught that human nature was basically good and that evil was the result of the constraints of civilization with its moral rules and social conventions.  Then in the 19th century, Sigmund Freud (see Chapter 18) attributed neurosis to the constraints of moral rules and the guilt they produce.  As science learned more about the physiology of sexuality, these ideas were dressed up in scientific garb.  In the 20th century, Margaret Sanger (“mother” of Planned Parenthood) taught a philosophy of sexual liberation reinforced by science.  She contended that sexual restraint suppresses the activity of sex glands, injuring health and dulling the intellect.  History, she contended, shows a struggle to free our bodies and minds from the constraints of morality.  The Christian ethic is a “cruel morality of self-denial and sin.”   “The only method” by which a person could find “find inner peace, security and beauty” was by sexual liberation.  “Remove the constraints and prohibitions which now hinder the release of sexual energies and most of the larger evils of society will perish.”  Men and women will be channeled into “divine expression,” i.e., salvation by sex!  “Through sex,” she exclaims, “mankind may attain the great spiritual illumination which will transform the world .. (and) .. light up the only path to an earthly paradise.”
Alfred Kinsey was equally influential in shaping today’s sexual mores and sex-education theories.  He also was committed to an ideology that defined Christian morality as a harmful force to be opposed.  Kinsey was a devout Darwinist, believing that since humans evolved from animals, “all orgasms are morally equivalent” – whether between adults or children, married or unmarried, same or opposite sex, or between humans and animals -- even bestiality.  Kinsey fabricated research results, employed unscientific methods, skewed experiments to “prove” his view of sexuality.  Kinsey spoke as if the introduction of Bible-based sexual morality was the watershed in human history – a sort of “Fall” from which we must be redeemed.  For him, sexual liberation was the means of saving human nature from the oppression of religious morality.
Psychologist William Reich and author Robert Rimmer (The Harrad Experiment) were something of cult figures in the 1960’s.  Their contribution was the search for the “ultimate orgasm,” which quickly became one of the fads of the human potential movement.  Every neurotic behavior we exhibit is a symptom of sexual failure, writes Reich.  Redemption comes through complete immersion in “pleasurable contractions of the body.”  His enemy was that “murderous philosophy” of traditional religion and its morality that creates guilt, distorts our drives, and gives rise to personality disorders.  In a book written about him by a notable physiatrist, the author notes that for Reich, orgasm “is man’s only salvation, leading to the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.”  Rimmer summarized his religion: “Can we lift ourselves by the bootstraps and create a new kind of society where human sexuality and the total wonder of the human body and the human mind become a new religion – a humanistic religion, without the necessity of a god, because you and I and all the billions who could interact caringly with one another are the only god we need?  I think we can.”  

Starting in the 1960’s an entire generation of college-educated Americans were weaned on a philosophy that man is innately good and that he lift himself by his bootstraps into an infinitely better world by sexual liberation.  When we see these sexual ideologies as worldviews held with religious fervor, we see why Christians find it hard to reform sex-education courses in public schools.  For example, Mary Calderone, a major architect of contemporary sex education, says that the schools must pry children away from old views and values -- especially form Biblical forms of sexual morality for “religious laws or rules were made on the basis of ignorance.”  Building on her evolutionary beliefs she says the best thing we can do for our children is to prepare them to view all notions of right and wrong as tentative, changing and relative.  Then loosed from the old values, they can be inculcated with the values of the “scientifically trained elite,” such as herself.
When we examine the lives of these “modern prophets” we find indeed a sad state of affairs.  Margaret Sanger, was involved in numerous adulterous affairs (or “voluntary mates” as she put it).  She was addicted to pain killers and obsessed with numerology, astrology and psychics in a desperate attempt to find meaning in life.  Kinsey and his wife had numerous sexual relations with a host of male and female staff members and others, all captured on film.  He was also a masochist engaging in bizarre and painful behavior.  There is much evidence to believe that he was engaged in the sexual molestation of children, possibly as young as two months old.  And this is the man whose ideas have been so influential in shaping America’s sex education.  
The truth is that sexual liberation has been on no high road to salvation.  Instead, the tragic results of licentiousness have spread across our entire society, producing epidemics of abortion, sexually transmitted diseases (affecting 1 in 4 women!), and children born out of wedlock with all the attendant pathologies, including school problems, drug and alcohol abuse, and crime.  Yet for many Americans, sexual liberation remains a cherished right, and the utopian vision planted by Sanger, Kinsey, Reich, Rimmer and Calderone continue to flourish.  Their ideas still form the unspoken assumptions in the sex-education curricula used throughout our public school system.
BIBLE STUDY:  Gen 1:27,28; 2:23-25; Mk 10:6-12; Ps 127:3-5; Song 7:6-13; Eph 5:22-32; Heb 13:4;
1 Cor 6:9; Lev 18:1-30; Mt 5:27-28; Heb 11:24-26; Prov 5:7-11; 1 Cor 2:14; Rms 1:24-27; 6:11-14 
QUESTIONS:  

1. What are the various liberation ideologies and what is their fundamental theme?  When and how have you been exposed to them?
2. Why is Marxism so popular and why have all the liberation ideologies adopted Marxist categories?

3. How would you give a advance/defense of the Christian worldview to any of the liberation ideologies (multiculturalism, political correctness, feminism, racism, sexual orientation, etc.)?

4. What triggered and sustained the modernist’s view of sexual liberation?

5. How would you go about reforming sex-education programs in our public schools?  Why is the opposition so vehemently opposed?
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